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ition from fundry inhabitants of Baltimore county, and the counter petition thereto,
rci;{?eij ?rc(:r‘ttl (:he laft to the grcfcntf feflion, -were rca_x_i. -Oknzxan, That ic petitioners and
counter petitioner be heard on Friday the 28th of this inftant, by counfel if they choofe, and
that they have notice thereof, and that fummonfes iflue for fuch witnefles as the partics may re¢-

quire, o . a p .

. A petition from Robert Ballard, of Baltimore county, praying an act may pafs, empowering
him to difpofe of part of the real eftate of Jonathan Plowman, deceafed, to difcharge the debts
due from the faid eftate ; was .preferred and read, and referred to Mr, MtMechen, Mr. Key,
and Mr. Duckett, to confider and report thereon._ 4 o

On motion, leave given to bringgn an additional Supplement to the aQ for the liguidation
and payment of debts againft perfons convi@ted “of treafon ; ?nd Mr. M*‘Mechen, M, Quynn,
Mr. Wootton, and Mr. Haminond, were appointed 2 committee for that pur'pofc..

The following report and eftimate of the expence for removing obftru&ions in Patowmack
river, was laid before the houfe and read.

To the honourable the ASSEMBLY of MARYLAND.

I N confequence of a refolve pafled May 31, 1783, by the laft houfe of delegates, the fub-
fcribers were appointed by the govcmo.r in council, to view the river Patowmack? to eftimate
the expence of rendering the fame navigable through the feveral falls, and the time that the
work might be performed in. . _ _ .

To qualify us to form an eftimate of this bufinefs with that degree of accuracy which we
withed for, it feemed neccflury that an actual furvey fhould have been taken of the river through
the whole courfe of the intended navigation, the fall every whe'rc precifely afccrtam'cd, the chan-
nel, with every rapid and thallow, narrowly inveftigated, and the expence of femoving them, to-
gether with every other obftrution, accurately calculated upen the (pot.' But not havirg time to
enter into this minute inveftigation, and deeming ourfclves at beft but inadequate to the tatk, it
was rather with relu@ance thzt we entered upon the bufinefs, Willing, however, to commu-
nicate every information which it was in our power to obtain relating to this important fubje& ;
having had frequent opportunity h:rctofor? of examining moft parts of this river 3 and having an
the prefent occafion again reviewed the principal obﬁrucﬂf’uons.; we believe ourfeives juftified in
fubmitting the following report and eftimaze to the confideration of this honourable houfe, trufte
ing that the fums in the eftidiate will be found .amply fufficicnt to perfed the work as there ex-
prefled. : \O '
Although it is evident that the north branch bf Patowmack may te eaflly rendered nzvigable a
very confiderable diftance above Fort Cumberiand ; yet as the principal mative {cr. pro'fe(uzj'ng
“the navigation much farther at prefent, could be only to obiain a fhorter communication with
the weftern waters, but as much of that country lying upon the Leads of thele waters remzining
yet to be explored, therefore; until the navigation on thefe waters, the neareft and moft convea
nient to Patowmack, is difcovered, our obfervations and eftimare is confined to Fort Cumbes-
land. ]

The river Patowmack feems to run over a hard firm bottom, and in its courfe pegetrates many
mountains, and confiderable ridges, which occafions feveral falls angd many rapids ; howeyer it
appears, that thefe rapids may be all rendered fafely navigable in.the channel o: the river, except
in three places, where the fall feems too great to be made paflable without the affiftance of locks.
From Cumber.and, for the diftance of one hundred and ten or twenty miles by water, to the
Shanando falls, being where the river interfe@s the fouth mountain or blue ridge, there is no
fall {o preat as to require a lock 3 and although in that diftance there are many confliderable apgd
impetUbus rapids, yet the river during moderate floods admits rafis to pals with fafety to thefe
falls, and is navigated in its prefent Rtare by fmall veflels during the fpring and beginning of fum-
mer 5 but as the dry feafon approaches, the fcanty ftream being Cifperfed in a wice channe!, the
rapids and many other places become too fhallow for the purpofes of navigation. Fiom the be-
‘ginning of the Shanando falls down to the ferry at Harper’s, the fall being zbout twenty feet jn
‘about the diftance of one mile, two locks will be required; znd as the floogs, which re fre=
quently at the breaking up of the ice ircefiftible, demonftrate thzt it would be in:fe3u.) o ered
thefe works in the chaunel, therefore a level cut muft be carried from the river. The chennel
through this mountain is parrow and confined ; on the Maryland fide the mouszain rifes imme-
diately from the river into a mere precipice ; on the Virginia fide, there happens to be rpace jor
2 narrow bottom,  where in our opinion a canal may be carried at 2 much lels expgace, ernd with
- greater fafety than on the Maryland fhore ; and could this cut bLe continued on telow the re-
maining part of the fall, it would doubtlefs be preferable to adJ apother lock; tyt 25 toe siver
Shanando joins Patowmack at this fpot, there is a neceflity of re:urning into the ¢hsrn:l. The
fall from this place feems near ten feet, in rather better than one mije’s ¢iitance ; 2nc &5 there is -
not any confiderable fall at any one fpot, by removing fome rocks, znd in ozher p.aces tweiling

the water, the impetuofity of the current may in our opinion be {0 far leffencs, 5 w0 ccmit gorts

as



